
 
 

Liberty School  
Admissions Policy 

  

Reviewed: January 2026  
Next review: January 2027 

Reviewed by: Philippa Vince  
Liberty school phone number: 0191 6030005  

Email address: hello@libertyschool.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:hello@libertyschool.com


 
 
 
 

Independent Co-Educational Day School (Ages 4–11) 
Gateshead, England 

Capacity: 55 pupils 
Registration Fee: £150 (non-refundable) 
Deposit: £2,000  

 

Ethos & Admissions Philosophy 

Liberty School is a small, ambitious and progressive independent school offering a 
hands-on, intellectually rigorous curriculum for children aged 4–11. We provide a 
democratic approach with real life learning and a focus on the importance of play. 

 

We seek to admit children who: 

• Demonstrate curiosity and a genuine thirst for learning 
• Will thrive in a discussion-rich, experiential learning environment 
• Are willing to engage fully with an ambitious curriculum 
• Will contribute positively to a purposeful school community 

 

Liberty School is not a specialist SEND school, although our practical, hands-on 
approach may suit some neurodiverse learners. Admission is based on suitability for 
our distinctive educational model. 

The school’s decision on admissions is final. 

 

Legal & Regulatory Framework 

This policy complies with: 

• Equality Act 2010 
• Independent School Standards Regulations 
• SEND Code of Practice (2015) 
• Keeping Children Safe in Education 



• UK GDPR / Data Protection Act 2018 

 

Age Range & Capacity 

Liberty School admits pupils from Reception (age 4) to Year 6 (age 11). 

The school has a maximum capacity of 55 pupils. 

Places are limited and offered only where the school determines that a child is well-
suited to its ethos and educational approach. 

 

Equal Opportunities 

Liberty School welcomes applications from families of all backgrounds. 

We do not discriminate unlawfully on the basis of protected characteristics under the 
Equality Act 2010. 

Reasonable adjustments will be made where appropriate. However, admission is 
subject to the school being able to meet a child’s needs within its available staffing and 
resources. 

Special Educational Needs & Neurodiversity 

Liberty School welcomes children who will thrive within its ambitious, experiential 
curriculum. 

The school: 

• Is not a specialist SEND provision 
• Does not offer dedicated SEND units 
• Will consider applications from pupils with identified needs 

Admission is subject to: 

• Full disclosure of needs 
• Review of professional reports 
• Determination that the school can reasonably meet those needs. 

Where needs exceed the school’s resources or would compromise the learning 
environment of others, the school reserves the right to decline admission. 



 

Admissions Process 

Step 1 – Initial Enquiry & Visit 

Families attend a school visit to understand Liberty’s distinctive model. 

Step 2 – Application 

Submission of: 

• Completed Application Form 
• Birth Certificate 
• Most recent school/nursery report 
• Relevant professional reports (if applicable) 
• £150 registration fee (non-refundable) 

Step 3 – Suitability Assessment 

This may include: 

• A taster session 
• Age-appropriate academic observation 
• Informal assessment of literacy and numeracy 
• Meeting with the Headteacher 

Assessment focuses on suitability for the Liberty model, not ranking or academic 
competition. 

Step 4 – Offer 

Offers are made in writing. 

To secure a place: 

• Acceptance form must be signed 
• £2,000 deposit must be paid 

The deposit is credited against the first term’s fees (subject to Parent Contract terms). 

 

Oversubscription Criteria 

Where applications exceed available places, priority will be given in the following order: 



1. Siblings of current pupils 
2. Children of permanent staff 
3. Children deemed most suitable for the Liberty educational model 
4. Date of completed application 

The school reserves the right to maintain balanced cohorts and appropriate class sizes. 

 

Waiting List Policy 

Where year groups are full: 

• Applicants deemed suitable will be placed on a waiting list 
• The waiting list is not strictly first-come, first-served 
• Priority will reflect the oversubscription criteria 
• Being placed on the waiting list does not guarantee a future offer 

The waiting list is reviewed termly. 

 

Withdrawal of Offer 

An offer may be withdrawn if: 

• Material information was withheld 
• Fees or deposit are not paid by deadline 
• Safeguarding concerns arise 
• There is a significant change in the child’s circumstances 

The decision of the school is final. 

 

Admission to Liberty School is offered at the sole discretion of the school following its 
assessment of suitability. The school’s decision is final. No statutory right of appeal 
applies. 

 


